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from the 15th to the 18th century, highlighting a group of Czech and Moravian nobles from an
undated occasion before a festive dinner with members of the four Piast courts. The young men are
dressed in fashionable costumes, except for the man standing in the foreground wearing a kaftan
and a hat. The Piast noblemen are in well-prepared fancy dress with wide, outlandish pointed hats.

There are several wedding celebrations in the group. The most prominent is perhaps the young
woman behind the last row of bearded knights. She wears a small nose-ring and a jeweled anklet on

her right ankle. The shirt of her loose outfit and collar seem to be more of a tunic than a formal
dress. Czech, Moravian or Bohemian, 15th – 18th century. Size: 30 × 27 cm (12 × 10 in). The Czech

National Museum, Prague. During the reign of the king, Vladislav II, the wealthy and powerful
Moravian branch of the Piast royal family perished in a tragic and mysterious manner. Four knights,
who were probably of Moravian origin, were declared guilty of treason in 1426. Two of them were

hanged in 1434 and another two in 1433. The last man survived his sentence, but his brothers
perished. His motives for protesting are uncertain, but he was certainly a most unusual and eccentric
man. His confrontation with the Hungarian kings is documented in the Prague Chronicles, written by

the author of the story Krt. Lacko, and it was transcribed from an 11th-century manuscript in Ústí
nad Orlicí. The national unification movement of the Czech and Moravian nobles was a common

cause. They were probably invited to the dinner by the mighty and influential Jan of Janovice. The
legendary Crasnitli, which means the unruly and restless
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